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A Great Week Awaits

We want the best possible week of summer camp
for your child. To help make that happen, please
read through this edition of the INFORMER. Every
detail will help insure that they have a good experi-
ence.

We are passionate that young people learn about
the God of the Bible. In the middle of enjoying a
week with fun-loving staff and outdoor recreation,
we’ll converse with them about Jesus Christ. Our
twice-a-day chapel sessions are also planned to be
fun and age-appropriate — while presenting Jesus
as Creator, owner-of-all, and Savior.

We look forward to serving your family — and
hope this week will be a highlight of the summer.
Drop us a line afterwards and let us know how we
can improve camp for next summer.

“My child has been accepted —

WHAT DO I DO NEXT?™

e HEALTH FORM — Your child’s completed Health Form

is due by May 31. Please send it in right away.

e BALANCE DUE — Please mail the balance due with the

enclosed slip at least one week prior to your child’s arrival
at camp. Your check or money order should be made pay-
able to “Camp Barakel.” Put the child’s name on the memo
line of your check, or on a separate list if paying for more
than one child.

If your plans change and your child is unable to attend
camp, please let us know so that we can try to fill their spot
with someone else. The registration fee is refundable if
we are notified two weeks in advance.

e RELEASE FORM — Please fill out the front of the enclosed

Release Form and mail it with either the Health Form
or the balance due. If you know of someone who might
wrongfully attempt to pick up your child, please put this
information in writing and send it with this form.
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Free Transportation!

We provide safe, comfortable transportation using our
fleet of five buses (and a semi truck for luggage). Stops are
listed on the back page. Each bus has a state-certified driver
and two additional attendants — their primary goal being
assistance to campers and parents. This transportation is
provided at no additional charge.

If your child will not be riding our buses, please see
that they arrive no earlier than 1:30 PM on Tuesday, but
are here by 2:30 PM when campers are assigned to their
counselors.

If you plan to pick up your child at the close of camp,
please arrive by 8:30 AM Monday.

LUGGAGE — Please mark all luggage, sleeping

bags, etc., so they can be easily identified. Mark
with your child’s name, grade in the fall and bus stop
going home.
Theluggage will beloaded onto the camp semitrailer which
has separate sections for each age group. This helps assure
that the luggage finds its owner in a timely fashion upon
arrival!

SACK LUNCH — Campers riding the bus will need to

bring a sack lunch. Please send only enough food for
the trip to camp. A light snack will be served when the
buses arrive.

IDENTIFICATION — Because the possibility of illness

or some other emergency always exists, we ask that
campers carry a piece of identification on them
for the bus ride to and from camp. This ID could
be as simple as a piece of paper with their name and tele-
phone number.

MEDICINE — Luggageisnotaccessible during the busride.

If medication (like an asthma inhaler) may be needed,
please have your child keep it with them.

EARLY DEPARTURES — If your child must leave prior

to the regular close of camp, we must receive written no-
tification in advance. In addition, please phone the camp
office sometime during the week your child is at camp to
establish the exact time you will arrive.



HEALTH...

Health Staff are on the grounds and available 24-hours-a-day. Counselors

will collect all medication and give them to the Health Staff on Tuesday.

« Send all medication in original container(s)! (A state requirement)

« Your child’s name should appear on all containers.

« Send prescription medication only if it is clearly labeled as prescribed for
your child.

« Put these containers (along with notes from you and copies of any changes
in prescriptions) in a bag or envelope, mark it with the child’s name and
put it in their suitcase.

Please refrain from sending vitamins or other nonprescription medications that
are not essential for maintaining your child’s health during their one week of camp.
FOOD ALLERGIES or DIETARY RESTRICTIONS... If your child
has essential dietary restrictions, please put them in writing and send with the

Health Form as soon as possible. We will make our best effort to serve items
from our menu that fit your child’s need.

A WORD ABOUT RISK...

Barakel has a sixty-year history of providing a safe environment where chil-
dren have fun and grow spiritually and emotionally. But, in the same way that
there is risk of injury in the activities around our homes and neighborhoods,
there is also risk at camp. Your child will be participating in soccer, ballgames,
swimming and archery. They will be helping to cook a meal over a fire, sleeping
on bunkbeds, and traveling on a bus. Campers going into seventh grade and
older will have the chance to ride mountain bikes and a zipline and will sleep
one night in the woods. Those going into tenth grade and older can choose to
shoot .22 rifles. None of these things are abnormally dangerous, and we do our
best to make every area safe. However, certain hazards and dangers are inher-
ent in all of the things we do at camp. Please instruct your child to know and
obey all of camp’s guidelines. We trust that their time here will be completely
safe, but we wanted to alert you to the normal risk that is a part of our program.

MONLY...

The balance due for registration should be sent in one week prior
to your child’s arrival at camp (but don’t wait until then to send in
the Health Form).

Spending money. This should be separate from the registration check you
send in one week ahead of time. Please send a separate check made out to “Camp
Barakel” with your camper’s name in the memo line. Or you may send cash in
an envelope with their name on it. Either way, place it in their luggage and have
them turn it in to their counselor. This money is not needed on the bus trip.

Your child’s counselor will collect the checks and turn them over to
the camp store. Your child will have an account at the camp store representing
their money. Any unspent balance will be returned when they are packing their
suitcase for home. The purpose of this system is to eliminate the problem of
lost or stolen money during the week.

How much spending money is needed? Most aspects of the camp
experience are included in the camp fee. However, you should know:

 some Handcraft supplies may be purchased (range 50¢ to $10)

« snacks such as candy, ice cream and soft drinks are available

« the store also sells postcards and postage stamps, hats, camp T-shirts($12-

18) and sweatshirts($28-40), souvenirs and books

- certificates earned in Archery and Riflery are free, but matching medals

and pins cost between $2 and $5.

« campers also have the opportunity to give to a missions project.

T0 CONTACT
Us...

The camp office will be open Mon—
Sat from 8:30 AM - 12:30 PM and
1:30 — 5:00 PM. The phone number
is 989-848-2279. When the office is
not open the voice mail will provide a
number for emergencies. The camp is
spread out over 350 acres and campers
do not have ready access to a phone.
Pleasedonot askyourchild to callhome

— instead, mail your greetings to your
child. We will encourage campers to

do the same.

Please use the following format for
camper mail:

(Camper Name)

Camp Barakel

PO Box 159

Fairview, M1 48621-0159

The last mail call will be on Satur-
day. See www.CampBarakel.org for
a way to e-mail your child as late as
Sunday morning.

EDUCATIONAL
ASSISTANCE
FUND...

Did youknowthat our college-aged
counselorsand summer staff volunteer
for the whole summer? Did you know
they work without a paycheck; serving
asmissionaries? These are exceptional
young people who give themselves to
the service of your child. Each of them
could have chosen employment else-
where! Since many of the 60-70 who
spend the summer will be returning to
college in the fall, we have established
an“Educational Assistance Fund”
to help them with their school bills. If
you caretosay “thankyou”in atangible
way, you are welcome to contribute to
this fund. All checks made out to Camp
Barakel with the words “Summer Staff
Educational Assistance” in the memo
line will be used this way. A tax-deduct-
ible receipt will be sent.



What to bring...

[] Sleeping Bag or Sheets and 2 Warm Blankets [_] Bathing Suit (One Piece, Gals)

] Pillow and Pillowcase [l Cover-up for walking to and from Beach

[] Bag for Dirty Clothes (] Underwear

] Towels and Washcloths ] Socks

[] Soap, Shampoo [] Sweatshirt

] Comb or Brush ] Jacket

[] Toothbrush and Toothpaste [l Rainy-Day Wear (incl. extra pair of “get wet” shoes)
[] Bible, Pen or Pencil [l Shoes for Activities (Sports) and for Chapel

(] Pajamas or Sleepwear [] Daily Activity Clothes

[] Ball Glove (optional) (] Musical Instrument (optional)

[] Spending Money: Please write a check and place it inside luggage (see “Money” on left page)

[] Clothes for Evening Chapel and Sunday Morning Chapel *

* Our Chapel times are intended to have an atmosphere which is different from that on the ball diamond. We
believe that is partly determined by the clothes we wear. Therefore, we ask that everyone wear their better
clothes and attend Chapel anticipating to hear from God’s Word. If “dress clothing” is not available, please
pack a set of “better clothes” to be reserved for evening and Sunday morning Chapels.

To bring... or not to bring?

We desire summer camp to be a wonderful and memorable experience for every camper. Our natural outdoor
setting—and a daily schedule that is a change from home—both help achieve this aim. Camp also has a positive
sense of community, and to help maintain that we ask everyone to take a break from media for the week. Please
do not bring iPods or other music players, cell phones, electronic games, radios, laptops, or magazines. In place of
these we promise to play fun games, talk with each other, and make our own music.

Out of concern for everyone’s safety, please do not bring knives, guns, fireworks, or even matches.

Please don’t bring food (except for the lunch mentioned on page 1). Food in the duffle bag attracts ants and
critters. (Yuck!)

Everyone in grade groupings 7-9 and 10-12 will have the privilege of one night in the out-of-doors. It can be a
great experience as we lie on our backs, enjoy the loons calling in the distance, and take in God’s beautiful stars.
Bring a piece of plastic to serve as a ground cloth for under your sleeping bag, and bring a flashlight and some
insect repellant too.

We have a strong desire to create an environment where everyone behaves politely and is dressed modestly.
We'll discourage flirting, summer flings, and trash-talking—in exchange for a wholesome atmosphere where
everyone is respected. To help form this God-honoring setting, we ask campers in sixth grade and older not to
bring clothing that is tight-fitting, reveals the midriff, or draws attention to private areas of the body. Examples
include short shorts, plunging necklines, tanks with skimpy straps, tightly fitting t-shirts, bikinis (and midriff
revealing swimwear), low-riding pants, and high-riding tops. We want clothing that protects everyone’s privacy.
This goes against the styles of our culture, but we believe it is one way we can show honor to our Creator, and to
each other, in this setting.

Thank you for your help in these areas.

..and getting it back home again!

The “Lost and Found” department at summer camp is legendary. We try to do all we can to make sure that your
camper returns home with all their own belongings — but often fail in our attempts! Be sure to write your child’s name
on each item (including luggage, sleeping bags, pillows, garment bags, etc.). On clothing and fabric, please use a laun-
dry pen or marking pen that won’t wash off. If your child returns without something they should have brought home,
notify the office as soon as you find it missing. We will do our best to locate it.



2010 Camp Barakel Bus Schedule
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